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To kick-off the start of the 2008-2009 school year, 
more than 1,000 community members, students, 
athletes, marching band musicians, and parents 
kicked a soccer goal, caught a touchdown pass, 
putted a golf ball and scored a field hockey goal 
when they attended the “Meet the Teams..Fun on 
the Fields” dedication night. 

The district invited the community to see its newly 
completed synthetic turf fields when it dedicated 
these fields in a ribbon cutting ceremony. The event 
also included an introduction of the fall sports 
teams, music from the high school marching band, 
give-a-ways and field activities for the community.

The new turf at Robert Lau Memorial Field at 
Susquehannock High School has increased uses for 
all levels of school and community teams, and may 
be used several times a day. In the past, the district 
restricted use of the fields because of safety issues 
from insufficient irrigation and overuse.

From all levels of football, field hockey, lacrosse and 
soccer to the marching band and school physical 
education classes, uses for the stadium and multi-
purpose fields are now endless. 

While the district budgeted more than $1.7 mil-
lion for the project, total costs were more than 

The Southern community participated in 
‘Fun on the Fields’ and a ribbon cutting 

ceremony for its new synthetic turf fields.

$200,000 under budget.

During the dedication event, EI Associates, turf 
project architect, donated SYC license plates and 
York Excavating, project contractor, distributed 
free Warrior car decals to those who attended. 
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Shippensburg Awards an 
Outstanding Teacher

Sue Thomas, fourth grade teacher at Southern Elementary 
School, is a recipient of the 2008-09 Outstanding Teacher 
Award, sponsored by the Shippensburg University School 
Study Council. She will be honored this fall at a luncheon  at 
the University.

For the past 10 years, a teacher at the Southern York County 
School District has been selected as an Outstanding Teacher by 
Shippensburg University. 

This year, the selection process included recommendation let-
ters by administrators and an essay in which Thomas, a 21-year 
veteran teacher at Southern Elementary, described her instruc-
tional program and student dedication.

“It truly means a lot to me to be recognized by those in the 
teaching profession,” she said. “I can’t imagine doing anything 
else in life.”

District PSSA Scores Meet 
State Requirements

This past spring, students in grades three through eight and 
11 took the PSSA standardized tests in reading and math. Stu-
dents in grades five, eight and 11 were also tested in writing. 
The PSSA is used statewide to comply with the Federal No Child 
Left Behind Act. This test rates a student’s proficiency level as 
either advanced, proficient, basic, or below basic.

In 2008, 29 percent more Pennsylvania students were on grade 
level than in 2002. Statewide, PSSA scores in math and reading 
rose or remained steady at every grade level and 71 percent of 
students met state standards in grades five, eight and 11.   

With several of its schools ranking first in the county, final 
2008 PSSA scores for Southern continue to show growth and 
meet Adequate Yearly Progress. The school district would like 
to highlight several significant accomplishments this year. 
Comparisons are made to 14 York County School Districts. 
Numbers shown indicate the percentage of students who 
scored advanced or proficient.

Elementary Math
All grade levels exceeded an 85% proficiency level.

Grade 4 Math......................................................................94.1% 
   ShES Grade 4 Math.....................97% (1st among 50 schools)
   FES Grade 4 Math...................95.2% (5th among 50 schools)
Grade 6 Math......................................................................87.2% 
   ShES Grade 6 Math .................... 90% (1st among 26 schools)

Elementary Reading
All grade levels exceeded a 74% proficiency level.

Grade 4 Reading ....................................................................88% 
   ShES Grade 4 Reading ............... 92% (2nd among 50 schools)
   FES Grade 4 Reading ...............87.1% (4th among 50 schools)
Grade 6 Reading .................................................................81.4% 
   ShES Grade 6 Reading .............84.5% (3rd among 26 schools)

Grade 7
Math ..................................................83% (2nd in York County)
Reading .............................................. 78% (4th in York County)

Grade 8
Writing ................................................ 93% (1st in York County)
Math .................................................. 82% (5th in York County)
Reading ............................................91.3% (1st in York County)

Grade 11
Writing ................................................ 96% (1st in York County)
Math  ................................................... 72% (1st in York County)
Reading ........................................... 72.4% (5th in York County)

Fifteen Retire from District
Fifteen Southern York County School District staff members 
retired during the 2007-08 school year.  

Julie Acierno……........Shrewsbury and Southern Elementary
Michael Acierno……......……………....Southern Middle School
Janice Kump……………………..Friendship Elementary School
Kathy Lauer…………..………...Shrewsbury Elementary School
Ronald Leese………….…………….Susquehannock High School
Pamela Molyneaux……....……….Susquehannock High School
Carol Robbins…………..…………………All Elementary Schools
Barbara Thompson…...………Shrewsbury Elementary School
Bradley Zartman………..………………Southern Middle School
Robert Cline………….…...……………..Administration Building
Joyce Aldinger…………………………...Southern Middle School
L.Diane Fishel………..………………..Administration Building 
Judith Fisher…………………...Shrewsbury Elementary School
Margaret Jenkins…….…………………Southern Middle School
Dale Keagy………………………………..Administration Building
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board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Wayne McCullough ..... Secretary (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Kate Sauter.....................Student Representative

administration
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ...............Superintendent
Julie K. Szymaszek ............Asst. Superintendent
Wayne McCullough ...Dir. of Administrative Svcs.

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the  third Thurs-
day of January, February, March, April, June, July, 
August, September, October, and November;  the 
fourth Thursday of May; and the first Thursday of  
December. Unless otherwise noted, meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room of the 
District Administration building. Meetings are also 
televised live via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

mission statement
The Southern York County School District, 
through a cooperative effort with the family and 
community, will provide a quality learning envi-
ronment that promotes character, fosters respon-
sibility, and challenges students to achieve their 
potential.
Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of 
its activities, programs, employment policies or 
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the American Dis-
abilities Act of 1990.  Employees and participants 
who have an inquiry or complaint of harassment 
or discrimination, or who need information about 
accommodations for persons with disabilities, 
should contact the office of the Assistant Superin-
tendent of Schools, Southern York County School 
District, P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 
or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a 
year—September/October, January, April, and 
May/June through the Publications and Public 
Information office of our district.  

website
www.syc.k12.pa.us

District Hires New Staff  in Past Year

Regina Arch ...............................................................FES Instructional Assistant
Laura Baier ......................................................... SES Grade 4 Substitute Teacher
Sherry Barrow .................................................................................. SES Cafeteria
Robin Blucher ...................................................................................FES Cafeteria
Christine Bortner ....................................................ShES Instructional Assistant
Anna Barbara Briggs ......................................................................ShES Cafeteria
Erin Bruno .......................................................................... ShES Grade 3 Teacher
Angela Buckler .............................................................SES Kindergarten Teacher
Mary Ellen Churchill .............................................................................Bus Driver
Rose Colville ..............................................................FES Instructional Assistant
Robert Cousineau ...................................................... SMS Social Studies Teacher
Amy Custer ..................................................................FES Kindergarten Teacher
Glenn Czaplinski ..........................................................................ShES Custodian
Adriene David .......................................................................... SMS Math Teacher
Sarah Davis  ...............................................................ShES Kindergarten Teacher
Kellin DeMaster  .............................................. SHS Business Education Teacher
Brian Demi  ..............................................................................District Technician
Joelle Fair ................................................................ShES Instructional Assistant
Deanna Fearon ............................................................SES Kindergarten Teacher
Erica Forbes .......................................................................... FES Grade 5 Teacher
Jeanne Gageby ......................................................................................Bus Driver
Beverly Gallagher ...............................................Supervisor of Special Education
Julie Grothey .............................................................SES Instructional Assistant
Ama Harris .............................................................................................. Cafeteria
Sarah Heidelbaugh ...............................................SES Learning Support Teacher
Linda Hershner .................................................................................. ESL Teacher
Steve Hildebrand  ........................................ SMS Technology Education Teacher
Lynne Hood ............................................................. SES LSIT Substitute Teacher
Kyle Jane ......................................................................... SHS Chemistry Teacher
Bob Johnson ..........................................................................................Bus Driver
Matthew Jones ..................................................................... SHS Physics Teacher
Evelyn Kabke .................................................................SHS Guidance Counselor
Tracey Kerr .......................................................... Human Resources Coordinator
Justin Kline .............................................................................District Technician
Shirley Kohler ...............................................................................ShES Custodian
Barbara Kroner ........................................................ShES Instructional Assistant
Katie Lhotsky .............................................................FES/ShES Grade 6 Teacher
Lisa Little  ...............................................................................................SHS Clerk
Amy Livelsberger .................................................................. SES Grade 1 Teacher
Rob Marrison .................................................. Technology Services Coordinator
Sarah Martin ....................................................... SHS Learning Support Teacher
Amy Mentzer .....................................................................FES Reading Specialist
Wesley Myers ......................................................................ShES/SES Art Teacher
Mary Pedrick ..........................................................................................SHS Clerk
Jill Platts ....................................... SHS Social Services Coordinator/Attendance
Renae Pratt ............................................................................ FES Speech Teacher
Allison Renaut .............................................................FES Kindergarten Teacher
Alison Reppert........................................SMS Assistant ShES Reading Specialist
Leonard Reppert .............................................................SMS Assistant Principal
Terri Reuter .............................Coordinator of Publications/Public Information
Natalie Robar ............................................... Elementary Gifted Support Teacher
Rebecca Rohrbaugh ............................................................ ShES Grade 5 Teacher
Lisa Schaeffer ........................................................................................Bus Driver
Andy Shelow ......................................................................... SES Grade 6 Teacher
Lettie Smith ......................................................................... ShES Speech Teacher
Stephanie South .................................................................... SHS French Teacher
Laura Szkudlapski ................................................................SMS English Teacher
Alicia Washkau .....................................................FES Learning Support Teacher
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Special Education Services and Programs
It is the responsibility of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education to ensure that 
all children with disabilities residing in the 
Commonwealth, regardless of the severity of 
their disability, and who are in need of special 
education and related services, are identified, 
located, and evaluated.  This responsibility is 
required by a federal law called the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
and Pennsylvania Chapter 14 Special Educa-
tion Regulations.

A full range of special education services are 
provided by the Southern York County School 
District.  Programs provided directly by the 
District include those for students who have a 
specific learning disability, emotional distur-
bance, mental retardation, speech or language 
impairment, a hearing impairment, autism, 
traumatic brain injury or other health impair-
ment.  Services are also provided for students 
who are mentally gifted.  Additional services 
are provided to Southern students through 
contract with the Lincoln Intermediate Unit 
#12.  These services address the needs of early 
childhood, visually impaired, and severely 
impaired or multi-handicapped students.  
Occupational and physical therapy services 
are also provided to students who qualify.

Child Find efforts to identify special needs 
students in Southern schools are varied. Pre-
school students between age 3 and 5 are iden-
tified through services provided by the Dis-
trict by the Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12.  
Kindergarten students are screened for hear-
ing and vision at the time of registration at 
Southern York. Registration is scheduled by 
appointment and the dates are listed in the 
district calendar. Kindergarten registration 
is held during April. Screening is also con-
ducted for all kindergarten students in early 
September each year to identify students 
who are possibly at risk in a variety of areas 
including speech and language.  New resident 
students are also screened for special needs at 
the building level through a review of school 
records and parent/student interviews at the 
time of enrollment. 

If teachers or staff suspect that a student 
might be in need of specially designed 
instruction, a school team reviews records 
and diagnostic data.  At the elementary level, 
the school team is called an Instructional 
Support Team. At the middle school and high 
school, the team is called a Student Study 
Team. Conclusions are drawn by the school 
team as to whether or not adaptations or 
modifications can be made to the student’s 
educational program that will address the 
needs of the student, or if a referral for a mul-
tidisciplinary evaluation and further assess-
ment is recommended.

If a parent wishes to request a multidisci-
plinary evaluation, the school district asks 
the parent to provide the child’s building 
principal written permission for the evalu-
ation to begin. Any parent who requests a 
multidisciplinary evaluation of a resident 
child not attending Southern schools should 
send the written request to the Supervisor 
of Special Education. A multidisciplinary 
evaluation must be conducted in accordance 
with specific timelines and follow protection-
in-evaluation procedures. The evaluation is 
conducted by a multidisciplinary evaluation 
team, which includes at least, the parents, a 
certified school psychologist, teachers, and 
others who have worked with the child and 
can contribute relevant information.  

The evaluation results are summarized in a 
report of findings, with conclusions and rec-
ommendations called an Evaluation Report.  
Parents also have the right to obtain an 
independent educational evaluation.  South-
ern will provide, upon request, information 
about where an independent evaluation may 
be obtained.  Under certain circumstances, 
such an evaluation may be obtained at public 
expense.

The determination of whether or not a stu-
dent has a disability and may be in need of 
special education services is made by the 
Evaluation Team. A single test or procedure 
cannot be the sole factor in determining 
that a child has a disability. The IEP Team 
must consist of at least a district representa-
tive, the student’s teacher, and the parents.  
The IEP Team develops a written Individual 
Education Plan based on the results of the 
evaluation. Placement must be made in the 
least restrictive environment in which the 
student’s needs can be met with special edu-
cation and related services. All students with 
disabilities must be educated to the maxi-
mum extent appropriate with children who 
are not disabled.

Procedural Safeguards

The rights of parents are protected by proce-
dural safeguards.  These safeguards include 
parental consent for evaluations, re-evalua-
tion, release of information, and placement of 
a child with a disability in a special education 
placement. Safeguards also include notifica-
tion to parents, and the right to preconfer-
ence meetings, mediation, or impartial due 
process hearings. A full explanation of pro-
cedural safeguards is contained in the “Pro-
cedural Safeguards Notice,” which is available 
upon request by calling the Special Education 
Office at 235-4811.

All communications regarding special edu-

cation services are provided in English or, if 
necessary, in other languages solely used by 
parents.  If a person does not understand any 
written information, further explanation may 
be requested by contacting the school district.  
When necessary, the district will also arrange 
for an interpreter for parents with limited 
English proficiency, or if a parent is deaf or 
blind or has no written language, the school 
district will arrange for communication in the 
mode normally used by the parent (e.g. sign 
language, Braille, or oral communication).

For more information, contact the Supervisor 
of Special Education, Southern York County 
School District, 235-4811, extension 7229.

Annual Notice to Parents of  Pro-
tected Handicapped Students

 In compliance with state and federal law, the 
Southern York County School District will 
provide each “protected handicapped stu-
dent,” without discrimination or cost to the 
student or family, those related aides, ser-
vices, or accommodations which are needed 
to provide equal opportunity to participate 
in and obtain the benefits of the school pro-
gram and extracurricular activities to the 
maximum extent appropriate to the student’s 
abilities.  In order to qualify as a “protected 
handicapped student,” the child must be of 
school age with a physical or mental disabil-
ity, which substantially limits or prohibits 
participation in or access to an aspect of the 
school program.

These services and protections for “protected 
handicapped students” are distinct from 
those applicable to all eligible or exceptional 
students enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in 
special education programs. 

For further information on the evaluation 
procedures and provisions of services to “pro-
tected handicapped students,” parents may 
contact the Supervisor of Special Education 
at 717-235-4811, extension 7229.  

Confidentiality

Southern York County School District pro-
tects the confidentiality of personally iden-
tifiable information regarding screening, 
referral, evaluation, storage, disclosure, and 
destruction of information for all students 
screened for or enrolled as an exceptional 
student in accordance with the Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) 
and other applicable federal and state laws.  
Southern York Board of Education Policies 
#216 and 216.1 provide further information 
regarding confidentiality of student records.
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Parents’ Access to Educational 
Records

The Southern York County School District, 
upon written request of a parent, legal guard-
ian, surrogate parent, or majority student, 
will permit said individuals to inspect, review, 
or copy of their cost educational information 
on their child (and in the case of majority stu-
dents, on themselves) that is collected, main-
tained, or used by Southern York County 
School District.  The District will comply with 
the request within ten school days after such 
request is received.  The request should be 
forwarded to the principal of the school.

Parent Right to Know 

Section 1111(h)(6) of the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB) outlines “parent-right-to-
know” requirements.  It requires that school 
districts receiving Title 1, Part A funds notify 
parents at the beginning of each school year 
of their right to request information regard-
ing the professional qualifications of the 
child’s teacher and/or paraprofessional.

Parents are entitled to have access, upon 
request, to the following information:

Whether the teacher has met   •	
 state qualifications for licensure in  
 the grade levels and subject areas in  
 which they teach;

The level of state teacher certification:   •	
 Emergency, Instructional I, Instruc - 
 tional II, etc., held by the teacher;

The baccalaureate degree major of the  •	
 teacher and any other graduate certifi- 
 cation or degree held by the teacher  
 and the field of discipline of the certi- 
 fication or degree; and

Qualifications of the paraprofession- •	
 als working with the child.

Parent-right-to-know requirements also state 
that a school district must provide timely 
notification to parents when their child 
has been instructed by a teacher who is not 
highly qualified for more than four consecu-
tive weeks.

Additionally, parents must be given informa-
tion regarding the level of achievement their 
child has attained on the PSSA.

All parent-right-to-know notifications must 
be in a format that is easily understandable to 
parents and, if applicable, in a language that 
parents can understand.

Any questions or inquiries in this regard 
should be directed to your child’s building 
principal.

Pest Management Notice
The Southern York County School District uses an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach 
for managing insects, rodents, and weeds.  Our goal is to protect every student from pesticide 
exposure by using an IPM approach to pest management.  Our IPM approach focuses on making 
the school building and grounds an unfavorable habitat for these pests by removing food and 
water sources and eliminating their hiding and breeding places.  We accomplish this through rou-
tine cleaning and maintenance.  We routinely monitor the school buildings and grounds to detect 
any pests that are present.  Pest sightings are reported to the IPM coordinator who evaluates the 
problem and determines the appropriate measures to take.  The techniques can include increased 
sanitation, modifying storage practices, sealing entry points, physically removing the pest, etc.

From time to time, it may be necessary to use pesticides registered by the Environmental Pro-
tection agency to manage a pest problem.  A pesticide is only used when necessary and is not 
routinely applied.  Pesticide applications are made only when unauthorized persons do not have 
access to the area(s) being treated.  Notices are posted in these areas 72 hours prior to application 
and for two days following.  All applicators are trained and certified by the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Parents or guardians of students enrolled in the school may request notification of specific pes-
ticide applications made at the school.  To receive notification, you must be placed on the school 
district’s notification registry.  If you would like to be placed on this registry, please notify the 
IPM Manager’s office in writing.  Please include your e-mail address if you would like to be noti-
fied electronically.

If a pesticide application must be made to control an emergency pest problem, notice will be 
provided by telephone to any parent or guardian who has requested such notification in writing.  
Exemptions to this notification include disinfectants and antimicrobial products, self-container-
ized baits placed in areas not accessible to students, and gel type baits placed in cracks, crevices, 
or voids.

Asbestos Program Notice
In April and October the Asbestos Program Manager conducts a visual inspection of asbestos-
containing materials in the district buildings.  This enables the Asbestos Program Manager to 
take action before these materials present any risk to our staff and other occupants.  The written 
report becomes part of the District’s Management Plan and is available within 30 days after the 
examination, along with the decisions of the School District with regards to dealing with any 
unusual circumstances.  You may inspect our formal plan by making an appointment through the 
Asbestos Program Manager’s office.

Use of  Students’ Photos for Publicity
Throughout the school year, the Southern York County School District may have opportunities 
to share newsworthy information and/or pictures of its students with local newspapers and 
throughout various school district publications or videotaped productions.  In addition, our 
school district maintains a web page for use by students, school personnel, and community mem-
bers.  At times, we may wish to share newsworthy information about our students, using names, 
photos, and/or student work (drawings, poems, creative writings, etc.) on our web pages.

If the opportunity arises for your child to be part of a news event, we shall assume we have your 
implied consent to use his/her name and/or picture, unless you provide us with prior written 
notice to the contrary.  If you prefer that your child’s name and/or identifiable picture (name 
printed in caption of a group or individual photo, or iden-
tified in some other manner) or appearance in any video-
taped productions not be used, please send a letter to your 
child’s building principal.  The letter should state that you 
do not wish your child’s name or identifiable picture be 
used in any school district publication, news items sent to 
the local media, or on the school district’s web page, nor do 
you want your child to appear in any videotaped produc-
tions.
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School Calendar — October 2008 through January 2009
Friday, October 17  ........................................................................................................................................................... Early Dismissal

Monday, October 27  ................................................................................................................................... End of First Marking Period

Friday, November 7  .........................................................................................................................................Report Cards Distributed

Monday and Tuesday, November 17 & 18  .................................................................... Classroom Visits - American Education Week 

Tuesday and Wednesday, November 25 & 26  ....................................................................................... Teacher In-Service - No School

Thursday, November 27 through Monday, December 1 ................................................................ Thanksgiving Vacation - No School

Wednesday, December 24 through Friday, January 2  ............................................................................... Winter Holiday - No School

Friday, January 16 .................................................................................................................................. End of Second Marking Period

Monday, January 19 ............................................................................................................................... Teacher In-Service - No School

Parents to Receive Phone, 
E-mail Messages 

The school district has implemented a new parent notifica-
tion system for the school year, through telephone broad-
casts and e-mail messages. The new system is designed to 
improve school-to-parent communications.

Parents and guardians will be automatically notified by 
phone and/or e-mail of important announcements, includ-
ing weather-related cancellations and closings.

The school district phoned a confirmation message to parents 
or guardians that their contact information was updated. 
Every time that contact information changes, the district 
will phone and/or e-mail the parents and guardians to con-
firm the changes. Parents and guardians may also individu-
ally choose not to receive these messages.

In addition to the parent notification system, the district will 
continue to report weather related cancellations and school 
closings on its Web site, as well as through local television 
and radio stations.

Volleyball Digs for the Cure 

As part of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the Susquehan-
nock High School girls volleyball team hosted a ‘Pink Out’ to 
help raise money toward breast cancer awareness.

With a goal of raising $1,000 during October, varsity play-
ers and their coaches dressed in pink during the October 2nd 
match against York Catholic High School.

Sponsored by the Side Out Foundation, high schools and col-
leges across the nation joined forces throughout October to 
help raise money toward breast cancer awareness. The foun-
dation supports health care professionals in their pursuit of 
practical solutions for those women and men who are diag-
nosed with breast cancer.

For more information, or to help 
the volleyball team reach its $1,000 
goal, visit http://www.sideoutvol-
leyball.org/mainevent/minievent/
Susqueha/.


